Distinguished Author Is Department Guest

Students hear the minority perspective of 2
black, Latina woman
Author Laids Maritza Pérez was o guest on eampus in
spring 200, sponsored by the Afro-Romance Instiome and
the Department of Romance Languages and Lireranures.
The MU lectures committee and the Black Studies Program
partcipated in the event and provided monetary assistance.
Bam in the Dominican Republic, Pérez came to the
United Staves with her family ar the age of 5 and grew up
in New York City. Inspired by a creative writing course
she ook at Cornell
University with renowned
scholar Henry Louis
(rates, she decided 1o
become a writer,

Her first nowel,
Creagrapbies of Home, pub-
lished in 1999 15 enjorving
widespread crideal and
popular aeclaim. This fic-
nomal seenaunt explores
the perspectives of three
sisters whose experiences
reveal the contradictions,
superstitions, jovs and
pains of those caught
between culrures and
intent on finding “home.”

While on campus, the
writer held o public read-
ing and spoke formally
and informally with MU
students abour the diffi-
cultes encounzered by
triple minority writers—
black, Latima, female—
striving for success in the
compettive arens of cre-
afve wrinng.

Pérez, who signed
copies of her work for the
Liniversity Bookstore, is
part of 2 continuing
group of visiting anthors
R Carmpis

The Afro-Romance
Instimare, which promeotes
languages and literatures
of the African diaspora, has brought o campus some of
the decade’s most famous black and Latin-American writ-
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Critically acclarmmed novelirr Loide Mariezs Pérez presented o prblic
reading, met Tith mudenes and frdged 2 writing contert i ber role
as digtnguisbed viniting author for the deparrment, Her virit war
sporeored Iy MUy Afro- Romvance Inrtituse, the lecrures commirtee
and the Black Seudies Program.

ers, including Nancy Morején of Cuba; Blas Jiménez of
the Dominican Republic; Nelson Esupifiin Bass of
Ecuador; Cristina Rodriguer Cabral of Uruguay; and
Guinean writers Juan Tomds Avila Laure] and Donato
Ndongo-Bidyogo.

Writing contest offers students cash prize and
publication
In honor of the Pérez visit, the deparmment sponsored a
creative writing contest. Cristina Rodriguez Cabral, an

0 L MU dectoral smadent and
graduare reaching assis-
rant, won S200 for her
entry and will have her
poem pablished in a
future izsue of Palera,
the journal of MU'
Afro-Ladn/American
Research Association.

Pérez helped judee
the contest. Students
were invited to submit
original poery or shore
stories on any topic and
in any Romance lan-
guage. Submissions deal-
ing with issues of race
and ethnicity were partic-
wlarly encouraged,

A faculty committes
narrowed the submis-
sions to a group of five
finalists: two poems in
Spanish, and two poems
and one short story in
Engiish. All the suthors
resd their works during a
public reading to deer-
mine the winner.

Orther contestanes
received an MU pen thar
lights up in brlliant col-
ors to inspire furune mas-
terpieces. The prize
maoney was provided by
Associare Professor Flore
Zéphir, who donated part
af her 1995 Kemper
Fellowship Teaching Award to be used toward the benefit
of an MU smedent.
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